
Faith communities are encouraged to add additional service times to allow for appropriate social distancing.
Where appropriate, the use of overflow rooms and the continuation of drive-in services can be effective in
maintaining proper social distancing.

The passing of a common collection basket or any other item between parties is contrary to good health
practices at this time as it would contribute to the spread of the virus and is therefore not permitted. The use
of a central collection basket or multiple baskets depending on the size of the house of worship and size of
group present is allowed.

The use of sacred books, hymnals, missals, etc. that remain in the house of worship for the general use by
those present is not permitted as such materials can facilitate the spread of the virus. Those attending may
bring their own sacred books to the service and take them home after the service. Alternatively, the house of
worship could provide clean copies of such books for the exclusive use of individuals or padies which would
be taken home by the parties after each service.

The conduct of scheduled faith services is contemplated by this guidance document but fellowship, social
gatherings, or other functions before or after the services on the premises of the house of worship are not
permitted as such gatherings could expose those present to the virus.

Children present at services should remain with their parents or guardians and refrain from congregating or
interacting with children of other parties on the premises. For example, nursery services are not permitted.

It is essential for the safety of those attending services that their arrival and departure be managed in such
a way as to prevent interaction between parties. Appropriate steps should be taken to dismiss and pace the
depadure of those present at the conclusion of the service so as to prevent the interaction between parties as
distances less than six feet.

The use of staff or volunteers to hold open doors to the house of worship so that those attending are not
touching common door handles is highly encouraged.

Religious services that include a distribution of communion are highly encouraged to adhere to additional
precautions including :

Faith traditions that allow for the use of pre-packaged communion elements are encouraged to do so.
The use of a common communion cup shared between parties is not permitted as it would obviously
contribute to the spread of the virus.
Sound medicaljudgment would require that any person involved in the distribution of communion first
thoroughly wash and sanitize his/her hands.
Prudent implementation of social distancing would highly suggest that persons receiving communion
from a faith leader should do so in single file lines (not side by side) with six feet of distancing between
persons. Releasing one row at a time for communion will prevent long lines from forming that would
compromise social distancing.

Funeral services held in funeral homes are permissible so long as such services comply with the above
guidelines. Receiving lines are not permitted. Receptions, meal functions, or other gatherings before or after
the service are subject to the ten person rule.

Wedding services held in venues otherthan in houses of worship are permissible so long as such services
comply with the above guidelines. Receiving lines are not permitted. Receptions, meal functions, or other
gatherings before or after the service are subject to the ten-person rule. (
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